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On Jan. 31, the UN Security Council approved the deployment of 7,000 troops to Haiti to replace the
US-led multinational force that has been in the country since the Sept. 18 invasion that returned
Jean Bertrand Aristide to power. Meanwhile, Aristide, who has completed his first 100 days back in
office, has replaced two key cabinet ministers. The Security Council approved, by a 14 to 0 vote, the
US- drafted resolution to replace the US-led force now in Haiti with a military component of the UN
Mission in Haiti (UNMIH). However, China, which has been a consistent critic of Aristide because of
the Haitian president's support for Taiwan's bid for UN membership, abstained.
The Security Council resolution cautioned that the situation in Haiti "remains fragile," and called
for international support to help Haiti establish an effective national police force and an improved
judicial system. The UN operation, which will take over on March 31, will be under the command
of US Maj. Gen. Joseph Kinzer. UN personnel will include a total of 6,000 military and 900 police,
the latter to help train the new civilian police force in Haiti. Of the total military contingent, the US
will provide 2,400 troops, and the rest will come from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Nepal. Canada will
provide the police contingent. The UN authorization extends until February 1996, and the operation
is expected to cost about US$300 million.
Under the UN mandate, military personnel cannot use force except in self-defence. However, the US
Ambassador to the UN, Madeleine Albright, said the mandate was strong enough to ensure order.
"The greedy, the embittered, and the desperate retain the capacity for violence," she said. "Criminal
forces may see this transition, and the upcoming election campaign, as an opportunity for bolder
action. But let no one doubt that if this UN force is pushed, it has the leadership, the mandate, the
firepower, and the will to push back." Many Haitians are openly apprehensive that paramilitary
violence will escalate when the US pulls out. To allay such fears, UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros Ghali has urged the US-led forces to step up efforts to disarm the civilian population,
especially paramilitary forces, before the turnover (see NotiSur, 01/27/95).

Aristide names new ministers
Meanwhile Aristide marked his first 100 days back in power with mixed reviews. His return on
Oct. 15 was met with euphoria by his followers, mostly Haiti's poor majority. However, with time,
the enthusiasm has diminished and skepticism has begun to set in regarding Aristide's ability to
improve economic conditions, establish a society of law and security, and begin to build a lasting
democracy. While Aristide has stressed the theme of reconciliation and forgiveness, for example,
the public has grown increasingly frustrated at the impunity enjoyed by ex-military personnel and
members of paramilitary organizations, none of whom have been brought to justice for the serious
human rights abuses they committed during the military regime that overthrew Aristide in 1991.
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In addition, recent public displeasure with two cabinet ministers led to their resignations, causing
some critics to question Aristide's commitment to a broad-based administration. On Jan. 18,
Marc-Henri Rousseau-Francois resigned under pressure as public works minister, after a series of
demonstrations in front of the ministry protesting his role in the military government that replaced
Aristide after the 1991 coup. He was replaced by Georges Anglade, a well-known geography
professor and author. Less than one week later, then justice minister Ernst Malbranche resigned on
Jan. 23, after repeated criticism from Aristide supporters that the 79-year-old minister was moving
too slowly on restructuring the obsolete and corrupt justice system. He was replaced by Jean-Joseph
Exume, a lawyer, law professor, and former secretary of the Port-au-Prince bar association. As
justice minister, Exume will play a key role in the Aristide administration's effort to modernize
and democratize the island nation. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 01/25/95; Agence FrancePresse, 01/18/95, 01/25/95; Inter Press Service, 01/27/95; Reuter, 01/17/95, 01/24/95, 01/26/95, 01/31/95;
Associated Press, 01/18/95, 01/26/95, 01/31/95)
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